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Just west of  the A&TC’s restored depot in 
Bertram, there now stands a life-size statue of  
an alert young Marine from World War I, on a 
granite base inscribed with the monogram of  
Texas A&M University.

The bronze figure is that of  James V. “Pin-
ky” Wilson, who lived on a ranch north of  
Bertram until his death in 1980, but who years 
earlier attained lasting fame among his fellow 
Aggies as the composer of  A&M’s famous 
“Aggie War Hymn,” (the fight song that com-
mences, “Hullabaloo, caneck, caneck....”)

Placing the statue at the Bertram depot was 
the idea of  Burnet funeral director Bill Wil-
cox (Bertram was “where they bought their 
groceries,” he said), who also sponsored the 
installation of  an identical statue outside the 
Corps of  Cadets building on the A&M cam-
pus, a cenotaph honoring Wilson in the Texas 
State Cemetery, and a new grave marker in 
Burnet’s Post Mountain Cemetery, where Wil-
son and his wife are interred.

Wilcox said “Pinky’s” likeness was cast by 
the Matthews Bronze Co. of  Pittsburgh, fol-
lowing a photograph taken of  Wilson in Ger-
many on Armistice Day, 1918.

The privately funded effort to commem-
morate Wilson has been spearheaded not only 
by Wilcox but also by Gene Taylor, Macyl 
Orman and Ray Cagle of  Burnet, helped by 
noted Aggies such as rancher/gubernatorial 
candidate Clayton Williams and Texas Land 
Commissioner Jerry Patterson.

Wilson, who was born in Florence in Wil-
liamson County, was a junior at A&M when he 
joined the Marines in 1917. While his unit was 
engaged in the massive and bloody Battle of  
the Argonne Forest which broke German re-
sistance at the end of  the war, “Pinky,” pinned 
down in a muddy trench, is said to have scrib-

Trackside Monument Honors One of Burnet County’s Favorite Sons

In Spite of Lean Times, Excursion-Railroad Ridership Remains Healthy (Including Ours!)

bled the words to the Aggie War Hymn on the 
envelope of  a letter from home. 

He returned to graduate from A&M and 
lived a quiet ranching life in Burnet County af-
ter the war, and for many years, in spite of  nu-
merous inquiries, would not reveal the mean-
ing of  “Hullabaloo, caneck, caneck.”

Wilcox, however, said that toward the end 
of  his life, “Pinky” explained that in the midst 
of  the Argonne battlefield, “hullabaloo” re-
ferred to the “hell of  a fix” in which the 
Marines found themselves, and that “caneck 
caneck” mimicked the sound of  German artil-
lery pieces being reloaded across the lines.

the experience of  the Austin 
& Texas Central, with a total 
2011 ridership of  25,384--
only about 400 fewer than the 
previous year.

The continuing strong 
showing of  the A&TC is 
partly attributable to good, 
reliable service on the part 
of  the railroad’s volunteers 
and staff, and partly to strong 
and flexible marketing ef-
forts across multiple media, 
but also to increasing efforts 
to make Cedar Park, the rail-
road’s home terminal, a popu-
lar tourist destination.

According to Katie 
Krampitz, Cedar Park’s tour-
ism services manager, bed-
tax revenues from the city’s 
six hotels sagged in 2011 but 
are already “starting to swing 
back up.”

“Generally,” she said, 
“things are picking up pretty 
well after a slowdown due to 
the economy.”

Krampitz said the city is 
promoting the railroad as Ce-
dar Park’s “top attraction,” 
but is also trying to maximize 
the popularity of  the 8,000-
seat Cedar Park Center, which 
offers not only a home arena 
for Texas Stars hockey and 
Austin Toros basketball, but 
also a venue for many other 
events including circus per-
formances and musical acts.

City tourism officials, she 
said, are also strongly pushing 
the concept of  Cedar Park as 
a jumping-off  place for fam-
ily tours of  the lakes, wineries 

(Continued on back page.)

Though a straitened econ-
omy has presumably pinched  
the money American families 

spend on recreational activi-
ties, tourist railroads across 
the country are reporting that 

their ridership has held steady 
over the last year. 

That was almost precisely 

newcallboard.indd   1 1/26/12   1:38 PM



Thanks  to Our Generous Friends!
(Cash and in-kind contributions to 
ASTA June 1 through Dec. 31, 
2011. We make every effort to keep 
this list complete, but please let us 
know about any omissions or errors by 
calling Barbara Spencer at 512-477-
8468, extension 206.)

Trainmasters
($2,500 up)
McGinnis Lochridge & 
   Kilgore LLP
Roger and Jeannie Shull
Union Pacific Foundation

Stockholders
($1,000 to $2,499)
Robert Edwin Anderson
M.H. Crockett Jr.
Kimberly and James
    Cunningham
Bert Dockall
David and Laura Gracy
James A. Hitt
John R. Howell
Last Resort
Larry and Melinda 
    McGinnis
Claudette Morris
Ben Sargent
Robert Scripps
Brian J. Smith
Vanguard Charitable
     Endowment Program
Natalie Waggoner

Yardmasters
($500 to $999)
Mike and Ethel Barnes
Gregory and Karen Bondy
David Claunch
Dr. William and Isabella
   Cunningham
Marilyn T. Gaddis
Susan Gentz
Robert and Lu Schoen
Texas Instruments 
    Foundation
Clinton and Mavis Ann
    Waggoner

Sustaining Members
($250 to $499)
Violet and Joe Alexander
Allen and Willene Boger Jr.
Bruce Blalock Design
Nancy A. Branch
John Charles
Everett L. DeGolyer
Jim Finch
Frank E. Ruggles
James Spates
Nathan  Talbot

Premium Members
($100 to $249)
Sam Archer
Suzy Bates
Bill and Carolyn Bingham
Francis and Helen Bostick
Spurgeon and Jan Brown
Robert Bucher 
Burnet Gunfighters 
    Association
Carl R. Codney
Ralph and Beverly Daugherty
Andrew Diefenthaler
David Dobbs
Jerry and Mary Elder
James and Merle Fair
John and Barbara Fibiger
Joe and Carol Fisher
Margaret Frihart
Alvin and Margaret Goolsby
Richard Hall
Steve Hanson
Howard T. Harris Jr.
Kent and Carol Hemingson
John F. Hudspeth
Don and Cheryl Lackey
Bill Maddox
Jim H. Maloy
John and Cathy Mandell
Edward Mellon
Gail Mitchell
William Nance
Douglass Nichols
John A. Pearce
Rick Peebles
Gary Phelps
Joe and Janis Pinnelli
Evelyn Pound Bailey
Charles and Donna Pugh 
James and Barb Ross
Safeway Inc.

Kim Saign
Darlene and Wayne Schild
Ira and Lorraine Schneider
Robert Scott
David and Eileen Shannon
Lewis and Beth Smith
Ted Smith
Mary Shelly Steele
Robert and Lorna Terhune
Michael and Dee Ann
   Thomasson 
John Tonn Jr.
Rusty and Barbara Turley 
West Lake Beach
Jimmy and Joyce Wilson
Baxter and Wanda Womack
W.O. Wood

Basic Members
($40 to $99) 
Maurice and Peggy Beckham
Gary Bonnie
Bill Bradford
Terry and Judy Bray
Donald and Kathyran Brown
John C. Burks
Burnet Antique Mall
Owen and Jan Carpenter
L. Cabot Casinger
Lewis Clark
Bill Clawson and Associates
Richard and Lois Clay
James Q. Foster 
Phillip Friday Jr.
Lloyd A. Fry
Helen Gibbs
Graves, Dougherty, Hearon
    & Moody
Walter Grey
Chuck and Sara Hamsa
Tim Hertenberger
Joe Douglas Hirsh
Athena and Gerald 
    Houghtaling
Genie Hurta
IBM
Christ Khalsa
Richard and Gwyn Kozma
J. Parker Lamb
Paul and Maria Lewis
Shawn Mahoney
John K. Meadows
Stewart and Nancy Munroe
John D. Richter
Mr. and Mrs. Doug Russell

Roger Scarborough
Epifania Shepperd
Craig Smith
Douglas Smith
Peter and Ellen Speers Jr.
Leland Stewart
George Tereshkovich
Kathleen Tully
Ray and Sally Vaughn
Fred and Kay Zagst
Irving and Mary Zelade 

Donors
(Under $40)
Anne Bustard
T.A. and Rose Daugherty
Lewis Hanks
Peter D. Knightes
Mr. and Mrs. James Lehman
Richard Logue 
Paul Margolies
Wendy and Stanley Marsh 3
Janell Montgomery
RSD
Rockdale Depot
St. Mary’s Grade School 
George W. Taylor

Yes, Steam Is Coming Back to the A&TC!
T Check progress on 
the restoration of  SP 786 
by clicking the “Steam 
Engine Restoration” page 
on our website!
T Contribute by send-
ing your tax-deductible 
contribution online or to 
the ASTA office: 401 E. 
Whitestone Blvd., Suite 
A-103, Cedar Park 78613!
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Volunteer’s Investigations Shed Light on Early Days in ASTA’s Home Town

A 1917 photo of  the Cedar Park depot, primarily a shelter for 
passengers and local freight, as at the time it was not a train-
order office.

Clearing off  the site revealed the substantially built walkway 
that led from the Clucks’ home to the depot. The present-day 
main track is visible through the trees. (Jimmie Burleyson photo.) 

In 1881, as the locating 
surveyors of  the Austin & 
Northwestern Railroad came 
out of  the valley of  Brushy 
Creek and pointed their tran-
sits northwestward toward 
what is now Cedar Park, they 
encountered the ranch of  one 
of  the most notably enter-
prising families of  19th-Cen-
tury Central Texas.

When the close of  the Civil 
War brought a nationwide de-
mand for Texas beef, George 
Cluck loaded up his wife Har-
riet and three children and 
took a herd up the famous 
Chisholm Trail. When the ad-
vent of  barbed wire brought 
a sudden demand for fence 
posts, he returned to his ranch 
and made a thriving business 
cutting its abundant cedar. 
And when the narrow-gauge 
railroad built up and around 
the curve out of  Brushy 
Creek, his son Emmett de-
cided to make the ranch the 
location of  a new town.

The railroad manage-
ment had located a stop on 
the Cluck ranch they called 
Brueggerhoff  after one of  

the line’s directors, but no one 
in the area liked the name–
too hard to pronounce, much 
less spell. Emmett Cluck had 
a better idea; he proposed 
the name “Cedar Park,” and 
busily set about creating a 
little settlement worthy of  the 
name.

The name indeed stuck 
after it was approved by the 
U.S. postal authorities, and 
Cluck built near the tracks 
a house for his family and a 
store which also housed the 
post office. (His mother was 
postmistress for eight years.)

The railroad built a depot, 
a section house for main-
tenance-of-way men and a 
residence for their foreman, 
and  between his own house 
and the station Cluck laid out 
a “strolling park” for visitors 
with benches, trees, shrubs 
and raised flower beds.

Flash forward more than a 
century, when veteran ASTA 
Volunteer Jimmie Burleyson 
became curious about the area 
where the depot, the Cluck 
buildings and the “strolling 
park” had once stood.

The site, measuring three 
or four acres and on the mar-
ket for several years, had re-
cently been cleared of  some 
of  its heavier brush. The old 
foreman’s house near the 
tracks still stands, and mate-
rial from the nearby demol-
ished Whitestone School oc-
cupies part of  the tract, but 
the depot, store and Cluck 
homestead are long gone. 

Taking a weed-trimmer 
to the thick grass, Burleyson 
soon uncovered a substantial 
stone sidewalk that had once 
led from the Cluck house 
through the park grounds to 

the depot, as well as the foun-
dation of  the house itself. 

Hidden in the weeds were 
a crop of  iron artifacts, in-
cluding several narrow-gauge 
track spikes.

Burleyson, a retired Texas 
Department of  Public Safety 
officer, and his wife Kathy 
have been very active ASTA 
volunteers since 1999. Kathy 
has worked in many capaci-
ties including managing the 
railroad’s concession opera-
tions, and Jimmie has likewise 
performed many jobs, includ-
ing conductor and member 
of  the board of  directors.

Lurking in the weeds around the old Cluck property and Cedar 
park depot were these diminutive narrow-gauge spikes and at 
least one old-fashioned cut nail. Modern standard-gauge spike 
on the right is shown for comparison.
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Ridership....(continued from front page.)
and other attractions of  the 
Hill Country.

Coöperative marketing ef-
forts by the Austin & Texas 
Central, city tourism authori-
ties and the city’s hotels have 
paid off  in keeping the rail-
road’s ridership strong, even 
in lean economic times.

A&TC ridership peaked in 
2008 at just over 29,000 and 
has since dropped and leveled 
off  slightly, but revenues have 
remained strong as the rail-
road improved the availability 
and quality of  higher-end ac-
commodations on the trains.

Nationally, according to 
Aaron Isaacs of  the Tour-
ist Railroad Association Inc. 
and Association of  Railroad 
Museums, consistent rider-
ship figures have been hard 
to gather, but a recent survey 
of  tourist-railroad operators 
showed that their ridership 
“stayed about the same” in 
2011 (43 per cent), while 

25.5 per cent reported it had 
“increased somewhat.” (A 
smaller proportion–20 per 
cent–reported ridership had 
“decreased somewhat.” 

At least, Isaacs reported,  
“more railroads and museums 
showed ridership increases 
than decreases.”

ASTA’s annual report to its 
members is now easily acces-
sible on our website, www.
austinsteamtrain.org.

The annual report has not 
only the association’s balance 
sheet and a summary of  the 
year’s financial activities, but 
also a full picture of  ASTA 
including information on our 

Annual Reports Are Now Available Online

AUSTIN STEAM TRAIN ASSOCIATION INC.

2010 ANNUAL REPORT

ridership, equipment, board 
and staff.

The latest report now on-
line is for 2010, and a report 
for 2011 will be posted this 
spring.

On the site, go from 
“About ASTA” on the home 
page to “The Organization,” 
and you’ll find links both to 
annual reports and to back is-
sues of  the Call Board for the 
last two years.

Chuck Hamsa, aka Old St. Nick, entertaining some of  the 
more than 3,400 passengers who flocked to 2011’s 15 North Pole 
Flyers. Tickets are already on sale for 2012’s holiday trains!

newcallboard.indd   4 1/26/12   1:39 PM


